ORDER

The Electoral Complaints Commission (ECC) has
received numerous complaints alleging that fraudulent
visting occurred in several areas of the country where an
excess of ballots were cast for one candidate despite
allegedly low voter urmout.

Based on these allegations, the ECC conducted initial
investigntions to  determine  whether clear and
convincing  evidence existed to  demonsirate that
fraudulent ballots were cast.  In paricular, BECC
investigators examined certain ballot boxes in Kandehar,
Paktika, and Ghami in cooperation with auditors from
the Independent Elections Commission (JEC). The ECC
has nlresdy planned similar investigations in other
prowvinces around the country in response to different
complaints.

In the course of its investigations, the ECC found clear
and convincing evidence of fraud in a number of polling
stations in each provinee investigated. Soch evidence
included indications from the ballot boxes, the forms
accompanying the ballots, and the condition of the
ballots themselves that the ballots were not legally casi,
or were not legally counted,

The ECC's investipations also revealed a clear pattern
wmong the fraudulent ballot boxes: the overwhelming
majarity in which the ECC found clear and convincing
evidence of fraud were characterized by either an
exceptionally high number of presidential voles cast per
station in relation to the number of ballots available: an
exceptionally high percentage of ballots cast for only
one candidate; or bath,

The ECC also notes that the overwhelming majority of
stations in which it found fraud had a number of ballots
cast that were fir in excess of what could be expected
based on credible observer reports of low voter fumout.

In light of this evidence and the ECC's decisions
regarding fraudulent voting, the ECC decides in
accordance with s authority umnder Aricles 4%(2) and
S4{e) of the Electoral Law that it is necessary and
appropriate to conduct an audit and recount the ballots
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cast ai polling siations that exceed certmin threshalds tha
have proven to be strong indicators of electoral

irreglarities.

Therefore, the ECC hereby ORDERS the 1EC 1w conduct
an audit and recount of ballot boxes for the Presidential
election in polling stations nationwide for which the
preliminary results indicate gither (1) that the total
number of votes cast in a polling station for the
Presidential election i3 egual o or greater than GO0,
which represents a 100 percent tormoul based on the
[ECs pre-poll estimate of likely voters in that location,
or (i) that any one Presidential candidate received 95
percent or greater of the total valid votes cast moa polling
station; provided that the toal number of voles cast in
ihe polling station exceeds 100, Such audits must be
conducted in the presence of Observers, agems and
represenfatives of the ECC.

The BECC is still conducting investigmions into the
majority of complaints it has received about polling and
counting, and the presemt decision in no way limiis jis
auhority to investigate and sanction elecorl vielations
wherever it finds clear and convincing evidence. The
ECC is aking this decision to audit and recount results
that have been published and raise significant suspicion
of fraud so that the ECC and the IEC can properly
investigate. Any decision to exclude subject ballots will
only be taken after clear and convincing evidence has
been obtained,
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Email: complainisecc.org.al
Website: www.ecc.org.af
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